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Welcome to the CCINDLE project newsletter, a guide to our latest work and
news as we move into the second half of the project.

CCINDLE is an EU-funded Horizon Europe project studying the threats to
democracy and feminism and the responses of feminist change-makers,
engaging with them to strengthen their voices. CCINDLE works directly with
feminist grassroots activists, institutional actors, and gender professionals,
co-creating theoretical and practical knowledge on:

1. Anti-gender campaigns and how they challenge democracy,
particularly through pathways to violence and the politics of
knowledge.

2. Futures of society envisioned in feminist theories and practices related
to democracy in Europe with respect to intersectional justice,
inclusion, and participation.

3. Feminist movements and feminist institutional responses to anti-
gender and other anti-democratic forces.

Read more about the project here.
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News and Blogs

Can we speak of feminist responses in an autocratising parliament? The

case of Hungary

In illiberal autocratising regimes anti-gender ideas become part of the

ideology which informs the developing autocratic regime and its policies and
practices. In such contexts democratic institutions are maintained but defy

rules of accountability, democratic representation and human rights. The space
for and voice of opposition and dissent, including feminist opposition, is curtailed
and undermined including in parliaments. Many argue that in such cases
parliaments serve no purpose other than to legitimise the democratic fagade of
the regime, becoming rubberstamps for decisions made by the executive. The

question is, can we speak of feminist responses in an autocratising parliament?

Read the full blog below.

Insights from a Stockholm anti-gender politics conference

On September 26th and 27th 2024 the Swedish chapter of the CCINDLE project
organised a conference on the theme of “Exploring the relation between anti-
gender politics and democracy in the Baltic Sea region and beyond” at
Sodertdorn University in Stockholm, Sweden. During the conference, 40
participants — including researchers, civil society actors and politicians —
analysed various aspects of contemporary anti-gender politics in the Baltic Sea

area and Central and Eastern Europe. Read our full report on the event below.

Fostering transilience

What are the common misconceptions about being transgender? What should
politicians do for transgender people? These questions and others are
addressed in a series of videos developed by Transilience, a two-year project
that aims to strengthen the resilience of transgender young adults. Like
CCINDLE, Transilience aims to empower marginalised communities by co-

creating inclusive spaces. Learn more here.

Autocratic attempts to repress gender and sexuality

The global breakdown of democracy attracted a lot of scholarly attention, but
these debates are remarkably silent on gender. What is the link between

autocratisation and gender? The available scholarship gives a mixed answer to
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this important question. While some authors argue that democratic decline is
accompanied by an erosion of gender and sexual rights, others point to the
remarkable promotion of women'’s rights under autocratic regimes. In this

blogpost, we reflect on this contradiction and tease out some of the core findings

and arguments in the debate.

Publications

Open access research, available now on the CCINDLE website

Catch up on open access publications from the CCINDLE consortium, now
handily compiled on our website. Visit now to look at the in-depth research
produced by the project, exploring how anti-gender and anti-democratic

movements intertwine and vary internationally.
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Sister Projects

CCINDLE is proud to associate with a number of sister projects across the feminism
and inclusive democracy research spaces. In this section, we bring you updates from a

selection.

CCINDLE is happy to highlight the work
. of our sister project RESIST - Fostering
‘ Queer Feminist Intersectional
Resistances against Transnational
Anti-Gender Politics. On the RESIST
‘ Resource webpage you can explore and
download findings from the first two

stages of the project, which concern (1)

the mapping of political and media

discourses and (2) the effects of ‘anti-
gender’ mobilisations in everyday lives.
We are excited to see the emerging
synergies between our projects, and
believe that the accumulation of
knowledge among sister projects will
offer more complex and nuanced
understandings of ‘anti-gender’

mobilisations.

The FIERCE project explores feminist

institutions in varied subject

areas. FIERCE Actions are bottom-up,
community-driven initiatives designed to

promote democratic participation and

and anti-feminist/anti-gender movements,
activities and discourses, building

alliances between activists and

innovation from an intersectional feminist
perspective; experimenting at the same
time with novel strategies, and
strengthening feminist alliances. 17
FIERCE Actions received support from
the project and have been implemented
in each FIERCE country, in collaboration
with partners and feminist organisations.

Read more about their forms and focuses
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on the FIERCE website. Navigate and
explore all of the FIERCE Actions here.

For more information on the CCINDLE project please visit our website:
https://ccindle.org/

Email: ccindle.info@ru.nl
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