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Welcome to the CCINDLE project newsletter, a guide to our latest work and
news.

CCINDLE is an EU-funded Horizon Europe project studying the threats to
democracy and feminism and the responses of feminist change-makers,
engaging with them to strengthen their voices. CCINDLE works directly with
feminist grassroots activists, institutional actors, and gender professionals,
co-creating theoretical and practical knowledge on:

1. Anti-gender campaigns and how they challenge democracy,
particularly through pathways to violence and the politics of
knowledge.

2. The futures of society envisioned in feminist theories and practices
related to democracy in Europe, with respect to intersectional justice,
inclusion, and participation.

3. Feminist movements and feminist institutional responses to anti-
gender and other anti-democratic forces.

Read more about the project here.
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News and Blogs

The CCINDLE Policy Brief: Advancing Equality in Parliaments in Times of
Anti-Gender Hostilities

CCINDLE has published its signature policy brief, a significant piece of work
likely to be of interest to followers across the policymaker, activist, and NGO
spaces. Entitled Attacks on democracy require fast responses: Advancing
Equality in Parliaments in Times of Anti-Gender Hostilities the brief explores the
institutional threats of anti-gender actors across parliaments around the world,
even the most historically progressive, and offers recommendations for those

confronting anti-gender and anti-democratic forces in the halls of power. Read

the full policy brief on our website below.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The rise of anti-gender politics across Europe
poses a critical challenge to equality politics and
democratic values. Bolstered by far-right rhetoric
and disinformation, these attacks obstruct

Who Are Anti-Gender Actors?

Individuals and groups - ranging from politicians

progressive politics and threaten gender equality,
LGBTIQ+ rights, and anti-racism policies and
practices. This policy brief outlines key feminist
institutional responses  from  within  political
institutions such as parliaments, and actionable
policy recommendations to counter anti-gender
influence and to ensure a robust cornmitment to

equality and core dermocratic principles,

and state officials to civil society organizations
(C50s), religious leaders, and intellectuals - who
actively work to undermine equality policies,
including gender equality, LGETIQ+ rights and
anti-racism. Operating at both national and
transnational levels, they push for policies
that reinforce patriarchal, heteronormative,
and racist social structures under the guise of

defending "traditional values™ and the “natural
order”, Their strategies include a harmful gender
idealogy rhetoric, lobbying and street protests,
litigation, hate speech and delegitimization of
expert knowledge on equality, introduction

Most parliaments face anti-gender hostilities. Even
the European Parliament, a historical champion and
a pioneer for gender eguality in some fields, sees its
activities to be increasingly influenced by anti-gender

actors. In all studied parliaments, anti-gender actors of new regressive policies and persecution of

critical civil society actors and scholars: making
them highly organized, coordinated and

deploy tactics to influence the legislative process,
such as disinformation campaigns and  direct
harassment against feminist parliamentarians
who defend gender-based violence measures,
reproductive rights, LGETIQ+ rights, and anti-racism

influgntial, Demaonizing ‘gender’ in policymaking
hinders comprehensive policy development and
reinforces the normalization of everyday sexism,

policies and practices. The increasing normalization ) _
racism, and homao- and transphaobia,

of hate speech, the reconfiguration of political
alliances towards a growing coalition between
conservatives and far-right groups and the targeted
defunding of equality organizations are a direct
consequence of the lack of coordinated response to
the threat.

For more, see EPE reports.

Visions of a Feminist Future

Dr Marta Rawtuszko from the University of Warsaw delivered this year’s keynote
address to the fifth Emma Goldman Awardsat the Institute for Human Sciences

in Vienna. CCINDLE is pleased to present the full text of this speech, on the
space for feminist futures and hope amidst the difficulties of Polish activism.

‘Every abortion, every human life saved in the forest or a proud queer life,
is a victory over extraordinary powers. It is a battle effectively won under
conditions of extreme disparity in financial, political and symbolic capital. In
the light of this perspective, feminist activism shows incredible resilience
and perseverance, and it fully shines.’

Read Marta’s full speech on the CCINDLE website.
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Reflections on the brutality of evil

How does Hannah Arendt’s vision of evil align with the menacing trends of
contemporary politics? A blog from project coordinator Professor Mieke Verloo of
the University of Radboud discusses neoliberalism, totalitarianism and
international democratic backsliding, and the space for hope in challenging

times.
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The Fifth CCINDLE Consortium Meeting: Ambitions, Logistics and Impact

In March the CCINDLE consortium met for its fifth plenary meeting as guests of
Radboud University, in the historic Dutch city of Nijmegen. With CCINDLE now
past its midpoint, partners are considering how to achieve their remaining
ambitions and create impact from the project’s research on anti-gender and anti-
democratic movements. Read more about the goals and practicalities of a

complex Horizon Europe project below.

Publications

‘Stop torpedoing women’s rights!’: Feminist institutional responses to

anti-gender politics in the Spain and Catalonia Parliaments

A new CCINDLE journal article from Emanuela Lombardo, Paloma Caravantes
and Silvia Diaz Ferndndez from the Universidad Complutense de Madrid
explores the feminist responses to far-right and anti-gender actors in the
Spanish and Catalan Parliaments. Drawing from analysis of 21 parliamentary
debates and 42 in-depth interviews, they identify the enabling and constraining

factors and institutional dynamics shaping these struggles.
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‘Stop torpedoing women’s rights!’: Feminist institutional responses to
anti-gender politics in Spain and Catalonia parliaments

EMANUELA LOMBARDO, ) PALOMA CARAVANTES & SILVIA DIAZ FERNANDEZ
Department of Political Science and Administration, Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain

Abstract. Democracy and gender equality are increasingly contested in Ewropean pariamentary contexts, with
the rise of political parties and movements that oppose feminist politics and the rights of women, LGBTI* and
racialised people. Existing literature exploring far-right and anti-gender actors in institutional settings has focused
on their discourse and impact on parliamentacy politics and governments. Yet, limited attention has been paid to the
feminist responses articulated in parliamentary contexts that face active opposition to gender and LGBTT* equality.
This amicle addresses this gap by analysing feminist parliamentary responses to such opposition, and the factors
that enable and consirain these responses, by undertaking a multi-level comparison hetween the Catalan Parliament
{2021-2024) and the Spanish Parliament (2019-2023), based on content analysis of 21 parliamentary debates and
42 in-depth interviews.

We arguc that the capacity of parliaments to respond to anti-gender, far-right oppositdon o gender, racial and
LGBTI* equality is structured by macro-, mesa- and micro-level enabling and constraining factors that include
the state of democracy and its lepacies, state structure, the constellation of anti-gender and pro-equality forces,
the institutionalisation of equality, and the role of eriticsl actors, By identifying a range of feminist siralegies
employed in the Spanish and Catalan parliamentary contexts — including ‘knowledge’, 'coalition-building”, “rule-
making” and ‘everyday pragmatic engagement” — this article coniributes to developing the emerging scholarly field
of feminist institntional responses to anti-gender politics, thereby advancing the theory of feminist institutionalism,
state feminism and anti-gender politics in parliamentary contexts.

Keywords: democracy; parliament; anti-gender; feminist politics; Spain
Introduction

Democracy and gender equality are increasingly contested in European parliamentary contexts,
with the rise of political parties and movements that oppose feminist and anti-discrimination
politics involving women, LGBTI*! and racialised people. The literature exploring far-right
and anti-gender actors in institutional settings has focused on their discourse and impact on
parliamentary politics and government (Alonso & Espinosa-Fajardo, 2021; Kantola & Miller,
2021; Norocel & Pettersson, 2023). Yet, limited attention has been paid to feminist responses
articulated in parliamentary contexts where far-right and anti-gender parties actively oppose
gender and LGBTI* equality (Cullen, 2021). This article addresses this gap by analysing feminist
parliamentary responses to such opposition and the factors that enable and constrain these
responses. The questions guiding our research are (1) What feminist institutional responses to
far-right, anti-gender actors are articulated in parliaments? and (2) What factors contribute to and
limit the capacity of parliaments to respond to anti-gender opposition?

Building upon our previous research on the Catalan Parliament (Caravantes et al, 2024) and on
research conducted within the European CCINDLE project, we employ a multi-level comparison
of the Catalan Parliament (2021-2024) and the Spanish Parliament (2019-2023) involving content

£ 2025 Eeropean Consartium for Palitical Research.

Sister Projects

CCINDLE is proud to associate with a number of sister projects across the
feminism and inclusive democracy research spaces. In this section, we bring

you updates from our colleagues.

UNTWIST is working to construct a renewed
democratic society in which the varied gender
needs, demands, and worries of the public
are addressed by different democratic parties
rather than ceded to right-wing populists. Its
|J briefing papers offer recommendations on
developing gender-based policy,
strengthening democracy, representing
voters’ needs, and understanding parties’
positions. Access the briefing series via

Zenodo or the UNTWIST website.

As the FIERCE project approaches its »,
€ FIERCE
conclusion, partners are inviting A g
FINAL CONFERENCE i E
. A “Feminist futures for revitalising democracy across b'
policymakers, researchers, feminist Edrope”
.. .. . PRE-CONFERENCE FEMINIST EVENT
aCtIVIStS, and C|V|I Soclety “Feminist Movements in Time and Space &

Anti-Gender Mobilizations in Europe”
organisations to Brussels for their final

=~ 19-20 JUNE
conference, on 191" and 20" June, u| 2025 e

entitled Feminist Futures for

Revitalising Democracy Across e I BRUSSELS- BELGIUM
Europe, and for the pre-conference

book launch of Feminist Movements in

Time and Space & Anti-Gender

Mobilizations in Europe. You can still

register for both events here.

And that’s not all. Two more powerful

episodes of the FIERCE Dialogues
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feminist podcast series are available
now, exploring gender policymaking
and activism in Turkey and Spain.
Listen to the episodes in Turkish and
Spanish on Spotify here, or with

English subtitles on YouTube here.

For more information on the CCINDLE project please visit our website:
https://ccindle.org/

Email: ccindle.info@ru.nl
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