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CCINDLE Newsletter: 9th Edition

Welcome to the CCINDLE project newsletter, a guide to our latest work and
news.

CCINDLE is an EU-funded Horizon Europe project studying the threats to
democracy and feminism and the responses of feminist change-makers,
engaging with them to strengthen their voices. CCINDLE works directly with
feminist grassroots activists, institutional actors, and gender professionals,
co-creating theoretical and practical knowledge on:

1. Anti-gender campaigns and how they challenge democracy,
particularly through pathways to violence and the politics of
knowledge.

2. The futures of society envisioned in feminist theories and practices
related to democracy in Europe, with respect to intersectional justice,
inclusion, and participation.

3. Feminist movements and feminist institutional responses to anti-
gender and other anti-democratic forces.

Read more about the project here, and follow us on social media below.
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News and Blogs

Feminist Experiments Across Europe: The CCINDLE Interactive Map

Activists across Europe are reimagining democracy from the ground up. Faced
with hostile institutions, restrictive laws, and deepening inequalities, feminist
movements are building alternative democratic practices rooted in care,
solidarity, and collective liberation. From grassroots abortion support networks to
trans-inclusive healthcare, from border solidarity to intersectional coalitions,
activists create spaces for survival, resistance, and transformation when formal
politics fails them. The CCINDLE interactive map offers a snapshot of how
feminist movements operate in the face of the anti-gender and anti-democratic
forces that take a variety of shapes. Click around our focus countries to explore

their innovations in the most challenging of conditions.
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Anti-Gender Interventions in Knowledge Production: The Role of New

Academic Institutions

In recent years, efforts to change school curricula, university research, and
media content have become a key element of anti-gender politics. Analysis of

seven EU countries in the CCINDLE project show that many of these efforts are

repressive; they try to cut funding or accreditation for gender studies, block sex
education in schools, or target scholars working on gender or critical race
studies. At the same time, anti-gender politics also involves what can be called
productive inventions, which focus on producing new ‘knowledge' and promoting
new experts on gender, reproduction, family, and broader social inequalities and
power relations. This new 'knowledge' — or, rather conservative redefinitions of
gender, identity, and rights — is often produced by institutions such as private
colleges, training academies, and think-tanks. These institutions are set up by
political actors to advance conservative and illiberal agendas by reshaping who
produces knowledge, what counts as legitimate expertise, and how the public is
educated about gender, family, and the state. Read the full blog by Elzbieta

Korolczuk at Sodertorn University below.
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Feminist Communication Strategies in the Face of Anti-Gender
Mobilisations: Lessons for CCINDLE?

In Belgium, feminist and LGBTQIA+ civil society organisations are working
together to challenge anti-gender movements. A central part of this resistance
involves how Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) communicate, how they talk
about equality, build alliances, and counter misinformation. This includes how
CSOs talk about anti-gender movements and the threats that they pose to
equality. Researching the impact of anti-gender mobilisations on the

communication strategies of feminist and LGBTQIA+ CSOs in Flanders can
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contribute to the further development of such strategies. This blog from Yanni
Deneweth at the University of Ghent and Rylan Verlooy from the University of
Antwerp draws from a number of interviews with feminist and LGBTQIA+

organisations in Flanders about their communication strategies.

Publications

Anti-Gender Politics in Europe: A Literature Review of Seven Countries

Anti-Gender Politics in Europe: A Literature Review of Seven Countries and the
EU is a new open access ebook that is a key output for the CCINDLE project,
drawing from a multinational team of authors and available now to read and
share. The book provides a deep dive into the dynamics of anti-gender politics
across Belgium, the UK, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Spain, Sweden, and the EU,
with insights on how autocratic and anti-gender forces are assimilating concepts
of family, demography, and multiculturalism to create compelling and dangerous
narratives affecting a spectrum of marginalised groups. Access the book in full

or as individual country chapters below.
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Evidence Bite: Anti-Gender Politics and European Democracies' Legacies

of Exclusion and Violence

CCINDLE evidence bites are two-page summaries of research outputs,
designed to provide an accessible resource for activists, professionals, and
others interested in the project’s findings. Our latest evidence bite summarises
Conny Roggeband, Marta Rawtuszko, Petra Meier, Silvia Diaz Fernandez,
Emanuela Lombardo, and Paloma Caravantes’ journal article on how capitalist,
colonialist, and fascist legacies underpin the political, economic, and social
inequalities of modern liberal democracies. Read and share the evidence bite

below.
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Evidence Bite: Anti-Gender Politics and European
Democracies’ Legacies of Exclusion and Violence

The article by CCINDLE pariners Conny Roggebrand, Marta Rawluszko, Petra Meier, Silvia
Diaz Fermandez, Emanuela Lombardo and Paloma Caravantes examines the problems that
current anti-gender actors pose for democracy in Europe by investigating the broader
legacies that underpin liberal democracies and shape political, economic and social
inequalities and exclusions. This article provides a critical analysis of the rise and impact of
anti-gender politics within European democracies, exploring how such politics tap into the
legacies of systems of exclusion and oppression on which liberal democracies are built. The
authors review cumenit theoretical approaches to anti-gendéer mobilisation and examing how
these campaigns undermine democratic principles and rights protections. By drawing on a
wide range of evidence, the article highlights both the ideclogical roots and the political
sirategies employed by anti-gender actors, ultimately arguing that their influence poses a
significant risk to democralic institutions in Europe.

Key observations of the aricle focus on:

1. Capitalist legacies: Anti-gender politics in European democracies are partly rooted
in the economic and ideclogical legacies of capitalism, which have promoted market-
driven social structures and individualism while reinforcing hierarchies and
inequalities. These capitalist legacies facilitate the mobilisation of anti-gender actors
by framing gender justice initiatives as threats to traditional family values, economic
order, or efficient governance, and often using neoliberal discourse 1o undermine
policies protecting marginalised groups.

2. Colonial legacies: Colonial legacies shape European anti-gender mobilisation by
perpetuating ideas of cultural and racial superiority and imposing rigid gender norms,
both domestically and in former colonies. Anti-gender actors frequently invoke post-
colonial narratives to juslify opposition o gender equality, associating progressive
reforms with “foreign” influence and defending traditional roles as essential to national
identity. This legacy underpins strategies that resist international human rights norms
and reinforce exclusion of racialised and marginalised populations.

3. Fascist legacies: Fascist legacies in Europe contribute to anti-gender politics by
promoting authoritarian approaches to governance and strict conceplions of gender
and family. Anti-gender movements often draw on or re-activale fascist symbolism
and narratives to legitimise restrictive policies, such as bans on reproductive rights or
anti-LGBTQO+ legislation, framing them as preservation of social and moral onder.
These legacies suppori anti-democratic lendencies.
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Report on how Anti-Gender Politics Contributes to Autocratisation

A new CCINDLE report on the pathways between anti-gender politics and
autocratisation is an important project output, and outlines how gender is a
central component of autocratising ideologies around the world. While this
relationship has been increasingly recognised in recent years, the report offers
an explanation of the actual mechanisms involved; including the role of
gendered violence and pathways to violence, and anti-gender interventions into
knowledge production. The effects on democracy are profound, and enmeshed

with the legacies and injustices built into European institutions and politics. The
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report is a collaboration from across our international consortium, read it in full

below.
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[WP2 — Anti-gender campaigns as a challenge to democracy]

Debating Transness: A Critical Investigation into Trans Topics in Opinion

Pieces

The latest CCINDLE publication from Emma Verhoeven and Rylan Verlooy
explores how transgender issues are framed in media opinion pieces. While
news coverage of trans issues has risen in recent years, academic attention has
overlooked the role of opinion pieces. The authors find that these are
overwhelmingly written by cis commentators; with themes of sex/gender, sports,
healthcare, freedom of speech, discrimination, and violence the frequent motifs,
and trans identity itself drawn into the frame of debate. Read the full article on
the CCINDLE website.

ORICINAL ARTICLE

Debating Transness: A Critical
Investigation into Trans Topics
in Opinion Pieces

Emma Verhoeven

is a postdoctoral researcher at Ghent University and the University of Antwerp. Their PhD
investigated inclusive journalism, homenationalism, and LG BTI topics. They are currently
working on projects about Al and journalism, and media councils in Europe.

] emmaverhoeven@ugent be

Rylan Verloay

is a PhD student whose PhD explores the intersections of trans studies, anti-gender
scholarship, and social episternology. Their research focusses on the epistemic strategies
of anti-trans mobilizations and trans activism in Belgium. They also work on the CCINDLE
project

The position of trans people in news media has long been researched but much of this body
of research does not consider op-eds pages. Considering the recent increase in anti-trans
discourses in Europe, this study investigates how transgender issues are debated in the
opinion pages of the Flemish press. Through a quantitative content analysis and a qualita-
tive thematic analysis inspired by a Critical Frame Analysis, we uncover which themes are
problematized by whom and which solutions are proposed on the opinion pages. The find-
ings show that non-trans authors dominate the debates on trans issues and that trans-ex-
clusionary arguments are widespread. The debates center the themes of sex and gender,
freedom of speech, and discrimination and violence, sports, and health care. However, un-
derlying these themes, the boundaries of transness are debated and defined. This way, a
debate is induced on what it means to be transgender which is instigated by non-trans au-
thors in trans-exclusionary texts,

KEYWORDS opinion pieces; transgender; journalism; anti-trans; media representation
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Transgender people increasingly find themselves the topic of politicized debates
where their identities and rights are contested.’ This tendency also surfaced in the fi-

1 The authars are listed a|phabetically but would like it to be known that they should be regar-
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Between Pillars and Micro-foundations. Digging Deep into Italian Anti-

Gender Rhetoric on Social Media

A recent CCINDLE publication from elena pavan, Aurora Perego and Matteo
Scianna delves deep into anti-gender rhetoric on Italian social media. Their

article looks at Facebook and Instagram posts from right-wing, religious, and
anti-trans organisations across the Italian anti-gender ecosystem, noting the
preoccupations with ‘gender ideology’, traditional family structures, and trans

rights that unite these disparate groups. Read the full article here.

elena pavan, Aurora Perego, Matteo Seianna
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Sister Projects
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CCINDLE is proud to associate with a number of sister projects across the

feminism and inclusive democracy research spaces. Read about their work now,

with EIERCE, PushBackLash and UNTWIST among the projects that have

recently wrapped up.
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For more information on the CCINDLE project please visit our website:
https://ccindle.org/

Email: ccindle.info@ru.nl
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