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CCINDLE Newsletter: 10th Edition

Welcome to the CCINDLE project newsletter, a guide to our latest work and
news.

CCINDLE is an EU-funded Horizon Europe project studying the threats to
democracy and feminism and the responses of feminist change-makers,
engaging with them to strengthen their voices. CCINDLE works directly with
feminist grassroots activists, institutional actors, and gender professionals,
co-creating theoretical and practical knowledge on:

1. Anti-gender campaigns and how they challenge democracy,
particularly through pathways to violence and the politics of
knowledge.

2. The futures of society envisioned in feminist theories and practices
related to democracy in Europe, with respect to intersectional justice,
inclusion, and participation.

3. Feminist movements and feminist institutional responses to anti-
gender and other anti-democratic forces.

Read more about the project here, and follow us on social media below.
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News and Blogs

Reflections on the Gender-Based Violence and Online Harms
Symposium

The Royal Society in London was founded in 1660, and is the world’s oldest
continuously existing scientific establishment. 365 years later, guests from
around the world gathered in its beautiful Wolfson Rooms to explore a very
contemporary set of issues under the stern eyes of statues and oil paintings.
Trilateral Research arranged the recent Gender-Based Violence and Online
Harms Symposium as a showcase for CCINDLE, with a diverse lineup of
speakers to illustrate the complexities and promise of gender-based violence

research. A blog from Alex Murphy at Trilateral Research reflects on the

Symposium’s themes and conclusions.

lllegitimate Care Beyond Activism: Queer Parenthood as Everyday

Resistance?

Can existence be resistance? In Poland queer parenthood remains largely
unthinkable and care within rainbow families illegitimate — yet for many it is a
lived reality. What does it mean to care, parent, and sustain kinship under
conditions of state-mandated non-existence? And how can such familial care
practices be read as political resistance? Read the full blog from Julia Patejko at

the University of Amsterdam.

New CCINDLE Evidence Bites Released

A new batch of CCINDLE evidence bites give quick summaries and practical
takeaways from our research on anti-gender and anti-democratic movements.
Read the latest additions on how anti-gender politics draw on European legacies
of capitalism, colonialism, and fascism, how anti-gender mobilisations in
Belgium are centring trans issues, the nature of ‘feminist knowledge production’,
how anti-gender actors operate in historically progressive nations, and what
makes political parties foreground gender issues in their manifestos. Access the

evidence bites here.
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Evidence Bite - Insidious de- Evidence Bite: Anti-gender Evidence Bite: When is gender
democratization: politics and European on party agendas? Manifestos
Conceptualizing anti-gender democracies' legacies of and (De-)democratisation in
politics in Sweden exclusion and violence Greece, Portugal, and Spain

Evidence Bite Evidence Bite Evidence Bite
Evidence Bite: Two Gender- Evidence Bite — Anti-Gender
Equal Nations? Anti-Gender Mobilizations and Transgender
Re-Configurations of National Rights: Unpacking Recent
Belonging in Sweden and Spain Evolutions in Belgium

Evidence Bite: Counteracting
Anti-gender through Feminist
Knowledge

Free To, Free From: Academic Freedom Through the Eyes of Early-Career

Researchers

What does it mean to be free to learn and investigate, while at the same time

being free from intersectional discrimination and structural constraints?
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Addressing these questions is of utmost importance in the current context of
‘neoliberal academia’ and attacks to democracy. Across Europe and beyond,
universities have been witnessing a shift towards neoliberal managerial models
characterised by economic productivity standards, competitiveness, and
guantitative performance auditing. Furthermore, due to their potential roles in
fostering critical thinking and sparking transformative collective action,
universities have been increasingly targeted by autocratic governments, with the
most recent data showing that academic freedom is under threat globally.
Against this backdrop, scholars from intersectionally marginalised communities,
such as racialised, LGBTQIA+, and feminist scholars, are particularly vulnerable
to the curtailment of their academic freedom. Read more from Aurora Perego

and Cristina Mazzero at the University of Trento below.

Publications

Sticky feeling politics: affective feminist resilience to anti-gender politics

in the Spanish Parliament

The latest CCINDLE journal article from Silvia Diaz Fernandez, Paloma
Caravantes, and Emanuela Lombardo discusses the affective dynamics of
resistance to anti-gender politics in the Spanish Parliament. The emotional
impacts of engaging with far-right activism are cited by feminist campaigners
around the world, with affective aspects weaponised to discredit progressive
voices. These pressures are unevenly distributed, but some feminist MPs are
able to incorporate them into a politics defined by resilience, care, and solidarity.
Read the full publication below.
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RESEARCH ARTICLE

Sticky feeling politics: affective feminist resilience
to anti-gender politics in the Spanish Parliament

Silvia Diaz Ferndndez", silvia.diaz@echs.csic.es
Paloma Caravantes™, paloma.caravantes @cchs.csic. es
Spanish National Research Council, Spain

Emanuela Lombardo™, emanuela.lombardo@sns.it
Scuola Normale Superiore, Italy

The rise of anti-gender and far-right actors threatens femimist, anti-racist and LGBTQIA+
politics. While responses to these forces are being researched, the affective dynamics of
parliamentary resistance remain underexplored. This article examines how affect shapes feminist
resilience to anti-gender politics in Spain’s National Parliament, foregrounding the affective
dynamics of parliamentary debates, which are especially relevant to understand because anti-
gender actors weaponise emotions against feminism. Building on Ahmed’s “sticky affects”and
Bargetz’s ‘feeling politics’, we propose the concept of ‘sticky feeling politics’ to explore how
affective parliamentary dynamics shaped by anti-gender politics attach feelings to gendered and
racialised bodies, and how feminist members of Parliament (MPs) feel, navigate and contest
these. Drawing on 12 debates and 22 interviews with MPs, staff and allied organisations, we
trace practices of embodied resilience, solidarity and political rationality. The article advances
scholarship on the affective life of institutions, showing how feminist actors foster affective
political resilience within hostile terrains.

Keywords affect theory « sticky feeling politics * feminist resilience * anti-gender politics

« Spain * democracy

Key messages

»  Politics is affective: anti-gender and far-right actors weaponise affect to attack progressive
and feminist members of Parliament (MPs).

*  This article theorises sticky feeling politics to explore affective feminist resilience in the
Spanish Parliament.

*  Feminist MPs reorient hostility into resilience, reshaping politics through emotion, care

and solidarity.
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Contested equality: the gendered dynamics of unpolitics in the European

Parliament

This CCINDLE publication from Johanna Kantola, Barbara Gaweda, and
Valentine Berthet dives into the gendered dynamics of the European Parliament
and how radical right populist groups practice ‘unpolitics’ to stymie the functions
of the institution. Equality initiatives are a particular target for the disruption of
anti-gender activists, and feminist responses are required. Read the article in full
below.

Comparative European Politics (2026) 24:5
https://doi.org/10.1057/541295-025-00450-7
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the European Parliament

Johanna Kantola' - Barbara Gaweda' - Valentine Berthet'

Accepted: 24 November 2025
© The Author(s) 2025

Abstract

The European Parliament (EP) has traditionally been strongly committed to gen-
der equality, human rights, and LGBTQI rights. At the same time, the EP is also
a political institution where populist radical right actors have a strong presence.
We study their impact on the EP from a gender perspective. The article applies
the distinction between politics and “unpolitics” (Taggart 2018; Zaun and Ripoll
Servent 2023) to understand the effects of radical right populism on gender equal-
ity policy-making and on parliamentary democratic functioning. Theoretically, we
seck to contribute to the emerging discussion on “unpolitics” through a gender lens.
We develop a framework of four dimensions to evaluate this impact: (i) discursive
tactics, (ii) shifting policies, (iii) changing practices, and (iv) affective atmospheres.
We suggest that the interplay between politics and unpolitics in relation to each di-
mension creates a comprehensive understanding of the radical right populist impact
on gender equality in the EP. Finally, we discuss feminist responses to unpolitics
and stress both the duality of unpolitics and the dilemma faced by MEPs seeking
to protect EU institutions from destructive actors.

Keywords Gender equality - European parliament - Unpolitics - Dissensus -
Democracy

>4 Johanna Kantola
johanna kantola@helsinki.fi

Barbara Gaweda
barbara.gaweda@helsinki.fi

Valentine Berthet
valentine berthes@helsinki &

Centre for European Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki,
00014 Helsinki, Finland

Published online: 14 January 2026 3k

Sister Projects


https://ccindle.org/free-to-free-from-academic-freedom-through-the-eyes-of-early-career-researchers/
https://ccindle.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Sticky-feeling-politics-affective-feminist-resilience-to-anti-gender-politics-in-the-Spanish-Parliament.pdf
https://ccindle.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Contested-equality-the-gendered-dynamics-of-unpolitics-in-the-European-Parliament.pdf

CCINDLE has been proud to work with several sister projects across the

feminism and inclusive democracy research spaces. FIERCE, PushBackLash

and UNTWIST have all finished in recent months, and you can read more about

their activities and conclusions here.

(/

/ < PUSH*BACK*LASH

FIERCE ’

For more information on the CCINDLE project please visit our website:
https://ccindle.org/

Email: ccindle.info@ru.nl
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